It is in this spirit that UNODA is participating today in the ODEMA forum and in the three day working group which aims to develop a role for civil society in general, and mutual help organizations and cooperatives in particular, that can both serve the Millenium Development Goals and engage in discussions pertaining to the relationship between disarmament and development.
I look forward to the days ahead and hope support, assist and also learn from this dialogue that brings together international organizations, United Nations agencies, Africa and Latin American government officials and legislators and multiple mutual organizations and cooperatives from these two regions, such as the Union Africaine de la Mutualite and the Chantier de L'Economie Sociale of Canada (Quebec). The presence in this forum of the Organization of American States (OAS), the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the vicepresidency of the ECOSOC committee, among other entities will make the discussions on the topic of development, social economy, and conflict management through, inter alia, disarmament measures, particularly rich.
Before we commence our deliberations and at your request, I will present the short video produced by the United Nations to encourage and promote the recruitment of women at all levels of the UN system. I hope that this will inspire your organizations with similar actions to sensitize professional female candidates to express their interest in joining your organizations. I strongly believe that in diversity lies our strength as you will presently see in the video I have brought with me.
Thank you.
